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THE ALEXANDRIAN WOMAN

THE Forty-five Years' War came to a close in B. C. 277.
It had been entered into by those generals of Alexander
the Great who succeeded to his dominions, and its close
witnessed three dynasties firmly established and a number
of minor principalities governed by various petty rulers.
The main divisions of the Hellenistic world at this time
were the kingdoms of Macedonia, under the successors of
Antigonus Gonatas; of Syria, under the Seleucidae; and
of Egypt, under the Ptolemies; while the chief second-rate
powers were Pergamum and Rhodes. These States con-
tinued to be the great centres of Hellenism until they were
one by one overthrown by the mightier power of Rome,
which in its turn continued and perpetuated the Greek
spirit, so that it has become an element in the culture and
civilization of modern times.

The most striking feature of social life in the Hellenistic
Age was its cosmopolitan character, reminding one of the
European culture of to-day. We know almost nothing
of the life of the peoples of the different nationalities,
but the history of the times deals largely with the courts
of the rulers, and with the wars and commercial rivalries of
contending powers. As we have frequently noticed in
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